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went near to ruin J. S. Mill. But the solitary leisure of
childhood awakened too early and too rapidly the thirst
for literary expression. At six years old "grapho-
mania " seized him ; even before he had learned to write
he taught himself to copy print, and the reading and
making of books became his constant passion. Fiction
with long descriptive passages and fraught with morals, in
imitation of an early favourite, Miss Edgeworth, some-
times interspersed with dips into " hydraulics, pneuma-
tics, acoustics, electricity, astronomy, mineralogy/' were
his earliest products. But from his eighth year the
passion for metre and rhyme gained such a hold that
he spent most of his leisure in composing poems, not
wholly unambitious in their scope, as the title of one
begun in his ninth year indicates, " Eudosia,: a Poem
of the Universe/' As he advanced in boyhood, the dili-
gent habit of putting into literary form, chiefly poetic,
a close record of impressions and thoughts never quitted
him* Even when much time was of necessity accorded
to lessons, this activity did not much abate. The con-
stant strain of mental energy does not seem to have
been seriously discouraged by his parents, though it
was undoubtedly the formation of a habit of restless
intellectuality fraught with grave consequences in his
later life.

Thus compassed in boyhood by all the luxuries of
an "upper middle-class home, where wealth was visibly
swelling, enjoying the best books, the choicest art, the
most interesting travels, picked teachers, and the con-
stant care of devoted parents, Ruskin grew up to man-
hood. This tranquillity was but once subjected to
serious disturbance, when an early attachment to a
sweet young visitor, daughter of his father's French